
 

 

 

The Airports Commission  
has made its recommendation BUT …. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before any runway decision is made, the Government needs to:  
 

.On aircraft noise – produce credible and effective plans indicating how, when and if the  

World Health Organisation noise guidelines will be met, taking account of background noise levels.  
 

.On CO2 emissions – provide a full analysis indicating how a new runway could be built without  

breaching the UK’s legal climate target.  
 

.On air pollution - ensure that air quality in and around all airports will be comply with the  

EU Air Quality Directive. 
 

.On health - undertake a full Health Impact Assessment Study of a new runway  - taking into  

account noise, air quality, social change and effects on medical services.  
 

.On aviation taxation - actively work towards eliminating the tax-breaks, such as tax-free fuel  

& VAT exemption, that the aviation industry enjoys - which artificially boost demand. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
AirportWatch has prepared separate 2-page briefings (and longer briefings) on the topics of: 

• aircraft noise • air quality• carbon emissions • aviation economics/taxation 
These provide necessary information from a different perspective than that of the runway lobbies. They 

are available on the AirportWatch website.www.airportwatch.org.uk/briefings 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

AirportWatch is an umbrella movement uniting the national environmental organisations, airport community groups,  
and individuals opposed to unsustainable aviation expansion, and its damaging environmental effects, 

including climate change & noise. 
If you would like more information, or to discuss the issues, please get in touch. Email: info@airportwatch.org.uk 
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• The Commission’s analysis contains significant gaps  
 

• Problems of aircraft noise, carbon emissions, the north/south divide,  
and .air pollution around airports already require action.  A new runway  
would.greatly exacerbate all of these impacts  
 

• A new runway would also create problems of urbanisation, stress on  
both.surface transport and social infrastructure  
 

• The implications and knock-on effects of a new runway would require  
large.costs to the taxpayer, over decades  
 

• It should be proved beyond doubt that a new runway is actually necessary.   
The case has not yet been made. 

 

 

 

The environmental and economic arguments against a new runway at 
either Heathrow or Gatwick are so strong that the case for not 

building a new runway should be re-considered. 
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