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Dear Sirs, 
 
The Airports Commission 
Submission in respect of Fairoaks Airport, Chobham, Surrey GU24 8HU 
 
We are writing on behalf of Fairoaks Operations Limited, who are the Licence holders & Operators of 
Fairoaks Airport, in Chobham, Surrey. This letter responds to the commissions invitation for submissions in 
respect of where additional capacity might be provided, and we would welcome the opportunity to provide 
further evidence as and when necessary. 
 
The Commission guidance document 02 entitled ‘Long Term Capacity Options: Sift Criteria’, states that  
 

“In conjunction with our work on long-term options, we are developing our approach to the 
assessment of short and medium term options for making best use of current infrastructure.” 
 
As an existing airport with significant additional capacity, Fairoaks Airport is extremely well placed to be able 
to perform an enhanced role in meeting additional demand for aviation in the south east. The airport is 
located within a reasonable distance of London. It is 3 miles from junction 11 of the M25, and five miles from 
junction 3 of the M3. Mainline rail services by South West Trains operate fast link to and from Woking Station 
which is a 10 minute taxi ride from the Airport. A location plan, together with a more detailed plan showing the 
layout of the airport, is attached to this letter.  
 
Fairoaks is a General Aviation airport, with a single 800 metre runway. Fixed wing aircraft movements are 
currently limited by a condition on a previous planning permission to 120,000 movements per year, although 
current movements are only approximately 30,000 movements per annum. There are no restrictions on the 
number of helicopter movements per year, of which there are approximately 5,000. 
 
Therefore there is an opportunity to make better use of the existing capacity at the airport. However, rather 
than simply expanding the use of the airport and utilising the additional spare capacity for further general 
aviation use, including flying school and training use, the airport operators intend to focus on the untapped 
potential of the airport to support business aviation movements. This can be achieved with the existing airport 
infrastructure, or through an extension to the runway to increase its length to 1,199 metres. It is also likely 
that the operators will want to improve the terminal building and the existing passenger facilities. This will 
require planning permission, although the operators have held discussions with the Local Authority (Surrey 
Heath District Council) to brief them on the intentions. 
 
The Planning Authority has recently adopted its Core Strategy (2012), which recognises the potential for 
Fairoaks to enhance its role and to support additional business aviation capacity in the south east. It states: 
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“5.89 The future of aviation within the South East is addressed in the government White Paper on 
“The Future of Aviation” (December 2003). The White Paper provides a national context for the development 
of airport capacity over the next 30 years. The White Paper advises that regional and local planning 
frameworks should take account of the benefits that development at smaller airports could provide and 
consider policies which facilitate the delivery of growth at these airports. Fairoaks and Farnborough are both 
identified as having the potential to provide additional capacity to cater for business aviation demand.” 
 
Specifically in respect of Fairoaks, the Core Strategy states: 
 

“5.91 The role of Fairoaks Airport both as a provider of business aviation services and an important 
local employer will be supported. Fairoaks Airport is identified as a Major Developed Site within the Green 
Belt. The Borough Council expects the future development needs of the site to be addressed through an 
airport masterplan to support its identification as a Major Developed Site within the Green Belt.” 
 
Turning to the criteria in Document 02, the airport can be assessed as follows: 
 
Strategic Fit 
 
The airport has the potential to provide a significant number of business aviation movements, at a location 
close to London. This will help to drive economic growth in the south east, by providing greater opportunity for 
easier access to major centres of economic activity. It will also stimulate significant additional economic 
activity in the local area, by supporting jobs in the aviation industry and in supporting services including 
catering and hotels industry. It could also help to free capacity at other larger hubs in the south east, including 
Farnborough, Heathrow, Southampton and Gatwick airports.  
 
Economy 
 
The increased use of Fairoaks for business aviation would benefit other airports, by absorbing demand for 
smaller business aircraft movements and freeing capacity at those hubs for larger movements. It would also 
provide direct benefits for the local economy. 
 
Surface Access 
 
Existing surface access to the airport is very good.  It is not anticipated that the increased use for business 
aviation would necessitate significant improvements in this respect. 
 
Environment 
 
The airport has the ability to host a greater number of aircraft movements when compared to existing. Any 
runway extension would require planning permission which is likely to entail Environmental Impact 
Assessment, where issues such as noise, air quality and ecology will be assessed in detail. However in the 
meantime it is relevant to note that the site is not near any significant built up areas, neither are the approach 
areas for take off and landings. There are no areas of special nature conservation interest near the site, nor is 
it within an area liable to flooding. 
 
People 
 
We envisage that the impacts on people are likely to be mostly positive, through direct employment 
opportunities and secondary economic benefits in the local community. A thorough process of community 
engagement will be commissioned to underpin and inform any proposals to develop the site or to extend the 
runway. This will involve public exhibitions, a website and individual briefing sessions for local community 
groups and local councillors, and the results would be collated into a report of consultation.  
 
Costs 
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Increased use of the existing infrastructure can be delivered with the minimal of cost. The operators parent 
company owns the airport, and the infrastructure and permitted flight movements are already in place.  The 
costs of an extended runway and/or improved terminal facilities have not yet been determined. 
 
Operational Viability 
 
There are no operational viability constraints to increasing the use of the airport in the manner described. We 
will supplement this letter with a more detailed note in this respect if necessary. 
 
Deliverability 
 
There are no significant risks associated with increasing the use of the airport using the existing 
infrastructure. The airport has operational capacity and the relevant planning and other permissions to be 
able to increase the number of flight movements without the need for significant investment or development. 
 
As a licensed airfield the airport operator holds permitted development rights, and many additional aviation 
related developments can be carried out without the need for planning permission.  
 
The main risks associated with extending the runway or building an improved terminal building relates to 
obtaining planning permission. Nevertheless, the Local Planning Authority recognises the importance of the 
airport and the potential to increase its use for business aviation.  
 
 
Overall we trust this is a useful summary of the potential of the airport to deliver additional capacity in the 
short to medium term. Please do not hesitate to contact us if there is any further information that we might be 
able to provide. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
Nick Green 
Director 
 
 
Enc. 
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