
Public Safety Zones

The DfT produced a document for local authority guidance:.  http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/aviation/safety/controlofdevelopmentinairpor2984
· It's worth noting that homes, businesses etc that already exist, or have been given approval for, are simply told by the government it is safe for them to carry on as usual - that is what has happened with LCY's expansion - the PSZ now expands to cover a good chunk of a housing development.  

· If your home suddenly becomes covered by a PSZ there is no obligation for the council or airport to tell you so.  The DfT notify households in PSZs on a 7 year basis.  

· If areas in the PSZ are currently undeveloped and no provisional planning approval has been given, they generally would not be allowed to be developed to allow a significant presence of individuals on the site i.e. homes, schools, workplaces etc. 

· There are two parts to a public safety zone - the inner area 1 in 100,000 ( I hope that's the right figure - it is supposed to reflect the risk to individuals in that area)which is a smaller area which will be centered on the runway and extends along it (the size dependent on atms and aircraft types) - this allows no development or activities which attract groups of people at all. This area always remain clear.  

· The outer area of the PSZ is where existing dwellings are simply expected to take the risk of expansion. 

· Airport PSZ maps are mostly estimates at planning stage - the DfT formalise these maps after approval is given. It is worth checking that the methodology used by the airport consultants is the same as the DfT uses - some choose different methodoly to, in effect, make the PSZ appear smaller at application stage than it would be in reality when produced by DfT.
