Is Luton Airport misleading you?
Campaign groups respond to Luton Airport’s “Noise Fact Sheet”
(Issued by HALE, LADACAN, LANAG, SaveOurSkies)

Airport “Fact” Sheet and press release

Information from public documents

65% of consultation respondents were in
favour of airport plans to improve passenger
experience and increase capacity.

Nearly half the responses were from airline
staff, unions and airport-related third parties.
Of the public who wrote, phoned, emailed or
filled in questionnaires, 73% said NO!

Luton Airport supports over 8,000 full-time
jobs and contributes £1 billion to the regional
economy.

1,350 of those jobs are in manufacturing and
at airline HQs, so not directly attributable to
Luton Airport. The £1 billion includes national
taxes and turnover not directly relating to the
local economy.

Noise reduction achievements since 2002:
96% reduction in day flights >=80dB
90% reduction in night flights >=80dB

Their claimed reductions relate to just 0.2% of
the flights – statistically insignificant. Since
2007 the proportion of flights at or above the
73dB annoyance threshold has risen from
45% to 60% by day, and to 50% at night.

There is a broadly inverse relationship
between passenger number growth and noise
nuisance at Luton.

What causes the noise is the planes: how
many there are, what type, take-off weight.
The Airport plans to add 60% more flights!

Ryanair fleet replacement from B737-200 to
B737-800 in 2004 helped reduce disturbance.

Ryanair use four times as many 737-800s,
one of the noisiest types flown from Luton
because of their choice of engine!

We have a 55-point Noise Action Plan.
Most “No Action Plan” points are “monitor,
listen, communicate” – only 2 are actions!
Our future plan includes the creation of 5,100
gross full-time equivalent jobs.

It is incorrect to say that night flights at Luton
are currently unregulated – there are noise
limit violation fines and a noise contour limit.

Stringent controls on night flights are put
forward in the planning application – noise
quota of 5,000 and cap of 10,200
movements.

Expert review indicates there are probably
only 1,000 new jobs in all because the model
they have used is fundamentally flawed and
hence the figures are wildly exaggerated.
The noise violation limit is set so high that
only 12 flights were fined in 2011. Fines are
only a deterrent, and repeat offenders are not
banned. The noise contours used are so big
they have no practical limiting effect.
The proposed noise quota and cap would
permit Luton Airport to double its night flights
between 23:00 & 06:00 from 8,539 in 2011 to
16,700. The cap and the quota are nowhere
near being stringent control measures.

Airport “Fact” Sheet and press release

Information from public documents

To claim that Luton has more night flights
than Heathrow is untrue.

In 2011 Luton had over 7,000 flights between
23:30 & 06:00, compared to the limit of 5,800
enforced at Heathrow. Luton proposes a cap
of 10,200– almost double Heathrow’s limit.

Dwellings exposed to night noise >48dB (8h)
would rise from 6,832 in 2011 to 7,935 in
2028 assuming aircraft fleet modernisation.

Dwellings exposed to night noise >48dB (8h)
would rise from 6,832 in 2011 to 10,839 in
2028 assuming no fleet modernisation.

Claims that London Luton plans to double
movements between 22:00 and 00:00, and
start flights at 05:00, are untrue.

The planning application clearly shows that
flights between 22:00 & 00:00 would double
from 17 to 35, and between 05:00 and 06:00
numbers jump from 2 to 8, ie an earlier start.

In 2028 there will be on average less than
one additional cargo flight per night.

The A300 cargo plane flown from Luton is
one of the most complained-about types.
Now they plan to double its usage.

6 new noise mitigation measures will be
introduced to supplement the existing Noise
Action Plan.

The “No Action Plan” will hardly be assisted
by (1) doubling the night flights, (2) banning
perhaps 10 flights/year, (3) fining 33 flights
per year, (6) fining 143 flights/year. Items 4 &
5 have yet to be proven effective.

Quieter aircraft will become increasingly
common before 2028.

Luton anticipates bigger hence noisier planes
in future, so any slight noise reduction will be
cancelled out! And the airport cannot force
budget airlines to purchase new planes.

The Airport has a proven track record in
balancing operational requirements with
environmental impact.

The track record is that the Airport’s noise
impact is much larger now than it was just
after the EU banned the noisiest planes in
2002, and the backward trend continues…

All of the above shows that Luton Airport is not telling the whole truth…
The “Noise Fact Sheet” attempts to propagate the myth that Luton Airport is controlling and driving
down aircraft noise. The truth is that it is failing in both these respects. Aircraft noise is not under
the Airport’s control, and its impact is getting worse. The Airport tries to hide this fact by denying
published information from its own planning application, spinning up mitigation plans which would
affect just fractions of a percent of its flights, and ignoring the real trends in its own published data.
Luton’s track record over the last 5 years is that its planes are getting noisier, with 50% of night
departures and 60% by day now at or above 73dB at the noise monitors compared to 45% for both
in 2007. If the expansion goes ahead without strict planning controls on numbers of flights and
maximum noise levels, the future this Airport promises to local communities is to double the flights
between 10pm and midnight, double the people in its noise footprint, and double the number of
passengers trying to get to and from the airport on crowded roads and trains.
Stringent planning controls are needed to prevent further expansion, particularly at night.

Luton Airport: daytime noise performance over the last 5 years

Key statistics for daytime departures:
60% were at or above 73dB in 2012,
compared to only 45% in 2007
Just 1 flight in 5 years was fined
for being too noisy on departure

(Source: Annual Monitoring Report 2007 and Quarterly Environmental Reports 2012, Luton Airport)
The graph shows the percentage of daytime departures from Luton which fall into different noise bands.
The total proportion of flights at or above 73dB has increased from 45% to 60% over the past 5 years.
Note that the sample chosen by the Airport to measure its “key statistics” corresponds to less than 1% of the total
flights, as shown. No statistician would regard this as an adequate sample when identifying a trend.
Also note that the daytime noise violation level – the only means of incentivising the use of quieter aircraft – is set at
94dB, far higher than would have any useful effect. The Airport’s proposal to reduce it to 85dB as a “sweetener” for
the planning application (not out of concern for local residents), would only affect 20-25 flights/year.

Luton Airport: night time noise performance over last 5 years

Key statistics for night departures:
50% were at or above 73dB in 2012,
compared to 45% in 2007
Just 4 flights in 2012 were fined
for being too noisy on departure

(Source: Annual Monitoring Report 2007 and Quarterly Environmental Reports 2012, Luton Airport)
The graph shows the percentage of night time departures from Luton which fall into different noise bands.
Half of all flights at night are now at or above 73dB at the noise monitors, up from 45% 5 years ago.
Note that the sample chosen by the Airport to measure its “key statistics” corresponds to around 0.1% of the total
flights, as shown. No statistician would regard this as an adequate sample when identifying a trend.
Also note that the night time noise violation level – the only means of incentivising the use of quieter aircraft – is set
at 82dB(A), with just 4 flights penalised in 2012 out of 1,781 night departures measured.

